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Historic 18th Century Cottages

 Tea Rooms | Cruise the Beaulieu River
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WELCOME TO BUCKLER’S HARD

“Situated just three miles from Beaulieu on the banks of the Beaulieu River, Buckler’s 
Hard lies within the Beaulieu Estate.  It was originally planned as a sugar port in 
the 1720s but flourished as a naval shipbuilding centre, providing ships for Nelson’s 
victory at Trafalgar. 

After 100 years as a shipyard, the village became a sleepy backwater until its charms 
were discovered by Edwardian tourists. Despite the interruption of two World Wars, in 
which the river played its part, tourism gave Buckler’s Hard a new lease of life.

Today a popular visitor attraction, the Maritime Museum & Buckler’s Hard Story tell 
the history of the village from its earliest days to the present time.  I hope you enjoy 
your visit here.”
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“What an experience, step back in time. 
Lovely area and layout. Our visit was 

peaceful, calm and informative.”

Mr Taylor, Group Organiser
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MARITIME MUSEUM & BUCKLER’ S HARD STORY
Learn how warships were built for Nelson’s 
Navy, including HMS Agamemnon, described by 
Nelson as his favourite warship. See models of the 
Buckler’s Hard ships which took part in the Battle 
of Trafalgar and view Nelson artefacts, including 
his baby clothes. 

Listen in on conversations between villagers of 
the past in the 18th century New Inn and follow 
the stories of the 19th and 20th century residents 
in an exhibition about village life. 

Find out about the wartime role of the Beaulieu 
River and, in a special exhibition, we reveal the 
surprising links between the 1915 sinking of the 
P&O liner SS Persia, the Montagu family and 
motoring history.

See an exhibition about the voyage of Beaulieu 
River mooring holder, Sir Francis Chichester, who 
became the first person to sail single-handedly 
around the globe in his yacht Gipsy Moth IV.

With themed tours, tea rooms and a tranquil river cruise (seasonal), Buckler’s   Hard is an ideal destination for your group visit to the New Forest.
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With themed tours, tea rooms and a tranquil river cruise (seasonal), Buckler’s   Hard is an ideal destination for your group visit to the New Forest.
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COTTAGE DISPLAYS 
Step through the doors of a worker’s cottage and 
be transported back in time to the 18th century 
as you find out all about the home life of the 
villagers and their families.

ST MARY S CHAPEL
Once the village school, this quaint chapel seats 
just 40. Peer through a viewing window near 
the altar to see where excavations revealed a 
secret cellar believed to have been used by 18th 
century smugglers.

’

THE VILLAGE
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THE DUKE S BATH HOUSE
Built by the Duke of Montagu in 1760 for his son 
John, who suffered from arthritis. It was believed 
that salt water would relieve his condition, and 
therefore a pool was created in the garden, filled 
with water from the Beaulieu River.

RIVER CRUISE
Originally granted to the monks of Beaulieu 
Abbey by King John in 1204, the rights and 
responsibilities of caring for the Beaulieu River 
later passed to the Montagu family. An engaging 
commentary will reveal the fascinating history of 
this unique river.

’
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2 hours

BEAULIEU RIVER CRUISE
Between Easter and October, this tranquil 30 
minute cruise wends its way along the Beaulieu 
River, accompanied by commentary which 
reveals the history and wildlife that inhabits 
its picturesque banks.

HEARTS OF OAK THEMED TOUR 
Step back in time to the 1790s to meet an 
inhabitant of Buckler’s Hard. As they delve 
into the shipbuilding history of the village, 
you’ll find out how the ships they built 
bolstered Nelson’s fleet.

IT S A HARD LIFE TOUR  
During its heyday Buckler’s Hard was a hive of 
industry, with a wide range of professions and 
tradesmen living side by side with their families 
in a tight-knit community. What was daily life 
really like for those at the top – the Shipwright 
– and those less well off – like the Labourer?

30 mins

’

ENHANCE YOUR VISIT

’’

See prices

1 hour £35Max group size of 20 people

1 hour £35Max group size of 20 people
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Combine your visit to Buckler’s Hard with a great value joint ticket to 
include a visit to Beaulieu. See details overleaf.

THE CAPTAIN S CABIN TEA ROOMS
Offering a wide range of refreshments, all day 
snacks and light lunches either inside the 
tearoom or on the terrace. Why not pre-book 
a cream tea for your group and take advantage 
of a special discount? Available to groups of 24 
or under.

GIFT SHOPS
From preserves and sweet treats to nautical 
and nostalgic memorabilia, you will find the 
perfect gift or souvenir from the gift shops 
situated in the Maritime Museum and in the 
Captain’s Cabin Tea Rooms.

’

DON’T MISS...

ACCESSIBILITY   
Due to the historic nature of Buckler’s Hard, some areas are less accessible to visitors with mobility 
impairments. The site includes gravel pathways, narrow doorways, a steady descent to the riverside 
and stairs inside the buildings. For further information on accessibility, visit the website 
www.bucklershard.co.uk/plan-your-visit 
Please contact us to discuss your needs before you book.
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HELPFUL INFORMATION
Buckler’s Hard is a peaceful and historic village on the banks of the Beaulieu River with a museum 
recounting its shipbuilding heritage. Pre-booked groups of 15+ can take advantage of our generous 
group rates:

Buckler’s Hard Village & Maritime Museum
ADULT: £6.10                      SENIOR: £4.95                      CHILD: £4.00                         YOUTH: £4.30
                   (5-12yrs)                                 (13-16yrs)

Buckler’s Hard Village & Maritime Museum with River Cruise
Easter to October Only

ADULT: £9.65                       SENIOR: £8.40                      CHILD: £6.95                         YOUTH: £7.20    
                   (5-12yrs)                                 (13-16yrs)

Buckler’s Hard Village & Maritime Museum PLUS Beaulieu
Visit Buckler’s Hard and Beaulieu

ADULT: £19.35                     SENIOR: £17.25                    CHILD: £10.95                      YOUTH: £12.75
                   (5-12yrs)                                (13-16yrs)

Buckler’s Hard Village & Maritime Museum with River Cruise PLUS Beaulieu
Visit Buckler’s Hard and Beaulieu - Easter to October Only

ADULT: £20.30                     SENIOR: £18.25                    CHILD: £12.10                      YOUTH: £13.75
                   (5-12yrs)                                (13-16yrs)

Souvenir Guidebook
Pre-order 10 or more for your party to receive 1/3 off the normal retail price – just £2.00 per copy.

Guided Tours
Tours are available for a surcharge per group of 20 or part thereof.  Tours must be booked and paid for 
four weeks in advance. 

Hearts of Oak:    £35 - 1hr  It’s a ‘Hard’ Life: £35 - 1hr
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Opening Times
Open daily from 10am (except Christmas Day). Closes 5.00pm (Easter-Sept) 4.30pm (all other times). 

Coach Drivers
• Free admission for coach drivers

• Ample free coach parking on site 

• Refreshment voucher for use in the Captain’s Cabin Tea Rooms.

To Book
Bookings can be made by phone, post or email. When booking please provide us with the following 
information:

• Name of group/organisation

• Name of group organiser

• Correspondence address

• Telephone number and email address

• Date of visit and approximate arrival time

• The number of adults, seniors, youths and 
children in your party

• The number of tours (if any)

• Number of guidebooks (if any)
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Terms & Conditions: Regrettably, we cannot offer refunds following a cancellation. Beaulieu Enterprises Ltd reserves the right to 
withdraw or amend the content or time of tours without notice as circumstances dictate. All prices quoted are inclusive of VAT at the 
current rate of 20%. Beaulieu Enterprises Ltd reserves the right to amend gross prices at the time of payment following any subsequent 
changes in the rate of VAT. 

Contact Us
Mandy Lane 
Sales & Business Development Executive 
T: 01590 614645 
E: groups@bucklershard.co.uk
John Montagu Building | Beaulieu 
New Forest | Hampshire | S042 7ZN


